FINANCIAL AID

GENERAL INFORMATION

WHAT IS FEDERAL STUDENT AID?

Federal student aid is financial help for students enrolled in eligible programs at participating schools to cover school expenses, including tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies, personal expenses and transportation. Most federal aid is need-based. Federal aid offered at FHTC include the following Pell Grant, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, Federal Direct Loans and Work-Study.

Grants are financial aid that does not have to be repaid. Generally, student grants are for
undergraduate students, and the grant amount is based on need, cost of attendance, and
enrollment status.

Federal Loans offered at FHTC include Federal Direct subsidized, unsubsidized and Plus loans.

The Federal Work-Study program lets you earn money while enrolled in school to help pay for education expenses.

Graduate students may receive Federal Work-Study, but not Federal Pell Grants  or FSEOGs.

WHO GETS FEDERAL STUDENT AID?
In order to receive aid from the U.S. Department of Education’s Federal Student Aid programs, you must:
• Be a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen with a valid Social Security Number;
• Have a high school diploma or a General Education Development (GED) certificate;
• Enroll in an eligible program as a regular student seeking a degree or certificate; and
• Register (or have registered) with the Selective Service if you are a male between the ages of 18 and 25.

HOW DO I QUALIFY?
To determine if you’re eligible financially, the U.S. Department of Education uses a standard formula, established by Congress, to evaluate the information you report when you apply. The formula produces an Expected Family Contribution (EFC) number. Your Student Aid Report (SAR) contains this number. This number will determine if you are eligible for a Pell Grant and for how much.

HOW IS DEPENDENCY STATUS DETERMINED?
When you apply for federal student aid, your answers to certain questions will determine
whether you’re considered dependent on your parents or independent. If you are considered dependent on your parents, their income and assets as well as your own must be reported. If you are independent, report only your own income and assets (and those of your spouse, if you’re married). Not living with your parents does not automatically classify you as independent.

Students are classified as dependent or independent because federal student aid programs are based on the principle that students (and their parents or spouse, if applicable) are considered the primary source of support for post-secondary education.  You are an independent student if at least one of the following
applies to you:
· you are 24 years of age or older; 
· you’re married;
· you are or will be enrolled in a master’s or doctoral program (beyond a bachelor’s degree) during the school year;
· you have children who receive more than half of their support from you;
· you have dependents (other than your children or spouse) who live with you and who receive more than half of their support from you and will continue to receive more than half of their support from you during the school year;
· both of your parents are deceased, or you are (or were you until age 18) a ward/dependent of the court
· you are an emancipated minor
· you are in legal guardianship
· you’re a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces (“veteran” includes students who attended a U.S. service academy and who was released under a condition other than dishonorable).

WHAT IS A DEPENDENCY STATUS OVERRIDE?
In unusual cases, a financial aid officer can determine that a student who doesn’t meet the above criteria should still be treated as an independent student. The financial aid officer can change the dependency status if he or she thinks circumstances warrant it based on the documentation provided by the student. But remember, the financial aid officer won’t automatically do this. The decision is based on their judgment and is final—it can’t be appealed to the U.S. Department of Education.

WHAT IF I HAVE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES?
Although the formulas used to determine eligibility for federal student aid are basically the same for all applicants, there is some flexibility. In some cases, your financial aid officer might adjust your cost of attendance or the information used to calculate your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) to take into account any special circumstances you may have. These circumstances could include a family’s unusual medical expenses or tuition expenses. Also, an adjustment might be made if you, your spouse, or either of your parents (if applicable) have been recently unemployed. If conditions such as these apply to you or your family, contact your financial aid officer.

Check with your financial aid officer if you feel you have any other special circumstances
that might affect your dependency status or the amount you and your family are expected
to contribute. But remember, there must be a very good reason for the financial aid officer to make any adjustments, and you’ll have to provide adequate proof to support those adjustments. Also, remember that the financial aid officer’s decision is final and cannot be appealed to the U.S. Department of Education.


HOW WILL I BE PAID?
The Business Office staff at FHTC will credit your student account for institutional charges from all sources of financial aid and pay you the balance (if any) through direct deposit to your bank of choice or given to you directly by check. Disbursements are made on or after the 30th school day of the fall and spring semesters. Funds are disbursed for the summer semester after July 1 for the new academic year.

HOW MUCH MONEY CAN I GET?
How much you get will depend not only on your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) but also on your cost of attendance, whether you’re a full-time or part-time student, and whether you attend school for a full academic year or less. You may not receive Pell Grant funds from more than one school at a time.

CAN I RECEIVE FEDERAL AID IF I AM LESS THAN HALF-TIME?
Yes, if you’re otherwise eligible. You won’t receive as much as if you were enrolled full-time, but your school must disburse your Pell Grant funds in accordance with your enrollment status and cannot refuse you an award simply because you’re enrolled less than half-time.

If your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is below a certain amount, you’ll be eligible for a Federal Pell Grant, assuming you meet all other eligibility requirements. There isn’t a maximum EFC that defines eligibility for the other financial aid programs. Instead, your EFC is used in the following equation to determine your financial need: 

Cost of Attendance minus Expected Family Contribution equals Financial Need (COA–EFC=Financial Aid).

Financial aid staff calculates your cost of attendance and subtracts the Expected Family Contribution. If there’s anything left over, you’re considered to have financial need. In attempting to meet your need for aid from Federal Student Aid programs, financial aid staff must first consider other aid you’re expected to receive.

NOTE: The financial aid staff puts together a financial aid package that comes as close as
possible to meeting your need. However, because funds are limited, the amount awarded to you might fall short of the amount for which you are eligible.

Financial aid staff can adjust data used to calculate your Expected Family Contribution or adjust your cost of attendance if he or she believes your family’s financial circumstances warrant a change based on the documentation you provide.

However, the financial aid officer does not have to make such an adjustment. See special
Circumstances section.

You can receive worksheets that show how the Expected Family contribution is calculated by contacting the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-433-3243.


FEDERAL PELL GRANT

HOW DO I APPLY FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID?

You can apply for Federal Student Aid  by completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)  www.fafsa.ed.gov.   We encourage the use of the FAFSA on the Web Worksheet to help you complete the on-line application.  

Read the instructions carefully when you are completing the FAFSA or the Renewal FAFSA.  Pay special attention to questions regarding income as most errors occur in this area.

You should save all tax records and other documents used in completing the application because you might need them later to prove that the information you reported is correct. The process of proving that your information is correct is called verification. The Department of Education does not select everyone for verification.  However, FHTC reserves the right to verify students in order to resolve conflicting information.  If you do not provide the documentation the College requests, you will not receive aid from the Federal Student Aid programs.

You should print out a copy of your FAFSA on the Web application before you submit it. This will give you a copy of the data you submitted for your own records.

WHO GETS A PIN AND WHAT IS IT FOR?
The Department issues a Personal Identification Number (PIN) to students who apply for Federal Financial Aid. The PIN serves as your identifier to let you access your personal information in various U.S. Department of Education systems. It’s like the personal identification number that you get from your bank that enables you to access your account. Your PIN serves as your electronic signature; you should not give it to anyone. Because electronic signatures hold the same legal status as written signatures, students and parents of dependent students applying for aid may electronically sign their FAFSA on the Web application by using their PIN. This will allow the student aid process to be completed totally online.

If you are a new applicant and you or your parents do not have a PIN, be sure to request one at www.pin.ed.gov. You should request a PIN before completing the FAFSA so that you may electronically sign your application. You can request a PIN as early as your senior year in high school and your parents can request one anytime before you complete the application. Or, you may first complete the application, request a PIN (this might take a few days), then go back to FAFSA on the Web and electronically sign your application.

You will need to provide your name, Social Security Number, date of birth and mailing address, and submit the request. When the submission has been successfully completed, a confirmation number will appear on the screen. If all the information provided is correct and has been verified with other federal agencies, a PIN will be generated and mailed to you via the U.S. Postal Service. As of January 2002, students and parents had the option of having their PIN sent to them by e-mail.


You can use your PIN to:
· electronically sign your FAFSA on the Web;
· make corrections to your application information;
· access your applicant data records online. You can, among other things, check your student loan history through the Department of Education’s National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS) and access your loan account through Direct Loan Servicing;
· access your processed FAFSA data from the Central Processing System, including your Student Aid Report;
· complete your Renewal FAFSA;
· have your parents electronically sign the FAFSA, Renewal FAFSA, and correction forms on the Web.
If you have questions about the PIN process, call 1-800-433-3243.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER I APPLY?
After your completed application is received by the Department’s processing system, you will be sent a Student Aid Report (SAR). The SAR outlines the information you provided on the FAFSA and, if there are not any questions or need for additional information, your SAR will report your Expected Family Contribution (EFC), the number used in determining your eligibility for federal student aid. Your EFC will appear in the upper right-hand portion of your SAR. The results will be sent to you and to the institutions that you list on your application.

By applying electronically, you will receive a Student Aid Report Information Acknowledgement in the mail up to two weeks after you submit your completed application or by email. If you apply by mail, it will take about four weeks for your FAFSA to be processed and for you to receive a Student Aid Report in the mail. Whether you apply electronically or with a paper form, the Department will send your data electronically to the institutions you list on the FAFSA.

If it’s been more than four weeks since you submitted your application and you haven’t heard anything, you can check on your application through the FAFSA on the Web site, even if you did not apply using FAFSA on the Web. You can also check on your application by contacting the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-433-3243

If you submit a paper FAFSA or paper Renewal FAFSA, you can use the postcard found in the application to track the processing of your application. You must fill in the postcard with the required information, attach a stamp, and mail it with your application. When the processor receives your application, the postcard will be stamped with the date that it is received and mailed back to you for your files. If you do not receive your Student Aid Report within four weeks of the date stamped on the postcard, you can contact the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-433-3243 and refer to the date stamped on the postcard.

What happens after I receive my Student Aid Report?
When you receive your Student Aid Report (SAR), you must review it carefully to make sure it’s correct and complete. If any changes to your SAR are necessary, corrections can be made in a number of ways including:
· Contact the FHTC Financial Aid Office for an appointment to have the information reviewed for accuracy and for changes to be made electronically. If the college makes the corrections, it takes only a few days for the corrected SAR to be received by the College.
· You can make corrections on the SAR and return it to the address provided.
· You can make corrections online through the Department of Education’s FAFSA on the Web site, even if you didn’t apply using FAFSA on the Web.

If you don’t have a copy of your Student Aid Report, you can request a duplicate copy from the Federal Student Aid Information Center by calling 1.800.433.3243. (If you send a written request for a duplicate SAR, make sure you include in the request your full name, permanent address, Social Security Number, date of birth, the school year for which you are applying for aid, and signature.) Your duplicate SAR will be sent to the address you reported on your application. If your address has changed, include your old and new mailing addresses along with a request for a change of address. If you want to have your application information sent to an institution that you did not list on your Student Aid Report, you may:
· contact the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1.800.433.3243 to have your information sent to the institution;
· give the institution permission to request your information; or
· correct your Student Aid Report to add the institution.

If you ask the Federal Student Aid Information Center to send your information or give
permission to the school to request the information, you’ll need to provide your Data Release Number (DRN), which is located in the upper right portion of your Student Aid Report. If your address changes after you receive your Student Aid Report (SAR), you should correct your address as soon as possible. You can do this online at the FAFSA on the Web site at www.fafsa.ed.gov, by contacting the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-433-3243 (you’ll need to provide your Data Release Number), or by correcting the SAR and mailing it to the address listed on the SAR.

WHAT IS THE RENEWAL FAFSA?
If you applied for federal student aid last year, you might qualify to use a Renewal FAFSA. Renewal FAFSAs are available on FAFSA on the Web if you applied through the Internet.

The Renewal FAFSA has fewer questions to answer. In addition, most of the information on the form will be filled in already and will be the same as the information you provided in the previous FAFSA. You’ll only have to add some new information and update information that has changed since last year. Check with your financial aid officer if you have questions about the Renewal FAFSA or contact the Federal Student Aid Information Center. You can use the PIN to sign your Renewal FAFSA on the Web.

CAN I BE PAID FOR MY GENERAL EDUCATION COURSES WHILE ATTENDING FHTC?
If the general education courses are part of your program requirements for an Associate of Applied Science degree, you can be paid for them. You must complete an Associate Degree Plan with the FHTC Registrar. 

If you are taking your general education courses from another college you can do so through by completing a consortium agreement. Consortium agreements are agreements between two colleges for the awarding of federal aid. You can obtain a copy of the form by contacting the Financial Aid Office at FHTC. You will need to attach a copy of the course schedule for the consortium college and return it to the Financial Aid Office (a copy of the FHTC schedule will be provided by the Financial Aid Office). Once you have completed the semester in which concurrently enrolled, the student will need to turn in a copy of the final semester grades for courses that were used to determine the student’s enrollment status for Federal aid. You will not receive subsequent disbursements of federal aid until the grades are received in the Financial Aid Office. You will repeat the process for every semester of concurrent enrollment.

PURCHASE OF BOOKS AND SUPPLIES WITH FINANCIAL AID FUNDS
Students eligible to receive financial aid may charge their textbooks and supplies against their financial aid. Students may obtain their textbooks and supplies in the FHTC bookstore prior to the start of classes for the semester, up through the first two weeks of classes. A charge form will be completed by the Bookstore Manager or staff member and will include the books and supplies purchased and the amounts. The student will be asked to sign the charge form to confirm that if financial aid funds do not cover the cost of books and supplies charged, the student is financially responsible for paying the balance. 

A charge for the total amount of books and supplies will be added to the student’s statement, generated through the FHTC Business Office. When financial aid funds are applied, the books and supplies charge will be offset by the financial aid funds, including tuition and fee amounts, and any remaining amount will be disbursed directly to the student. 

Students can also charge their tools with select vendors against their financial aid up through the first two week of classes. Participating vendors will be available during final enrollment, prior to the start of the fall semester. Students may also visit vendor locations to purchase tools. Students will have to sign a charge form, authorizing use of financial aid funds to pay for the tools and confirm that any balance not covered by financial aid is the responsibility of the student. Please contact the financial aid office for amounts available to you, forms and information. Charges and financial aid funds applied will appear on a student’s statement, as described above. 

GENERAL TERMS

Academic Year: A period of time used to measure a quantity of study. Flint Hills Technical College’s academic year consists of a summer, fall and spring semester.

Citizenship: A student must be a citizen or eligible non-citizen to receive aid from the FSA programs. General requirement for eligible non-citizens is that they be in the U.S. for other than a temporary purpose with the intention of becoming a citizen or lawful permanent resident, as determined by the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services (BCIS, formerly the Immigration and Naturalization Service or INS). The eligible statuses are:
· A U.S. citizen or national
· A U.S. permanent resident
· Citizens of the Freely Associated States: the Federated States of Micronesia and the republics of Palau and the Marshall Islands.
· Other eligible non-citizens: refugees, persons granted asylum, conditional entrants, persons paroled into the U.S. for at least one year or Cuban-Haitian entrants.
· Some non-eligible statuses are: family unity status, temporary residents or individuals with nonimmigrant visas (this includes those with work visas, and students, visitors, and foreign government officials).
To verify the immigration status of U.S. permanent residents and other eligible non-citizens, the Department of Education collects A-Numbers on the FAFSA. (The BCIS assigns A-Numbers to all legal immigrants.) If the applicant indicates on the FAFSA that he is an eligible non-citizen and provides an A-Number, identifying information from the FAFSA is automatically sent to the BCIS for “Primary Verification.”

Successful match. If “BCIS Match Flag” is printed on the Student Aid Report that is confirmation of the student’s immigration status, then the student can receive aid if the other eligibility criteria are also met. The SAR and ISIR with the successful match results are documentation of the student’s eligibility.

Status not confirmed. If the match was conducted but didn’t confirm the student’s status, the discrepancy must be resolved before the college pays the student. The college would first verify the student’s alien registration number and date of birth.

Default: Failure to repay a loan according to the terms agreed to when you signed a promissory note. In many cases, default may be avoided by submitting a request for a deferment or cancellation and by providing the required documentation prior to reaching the point in which you will be considered in default. The consequences of default are severe. Students who are in DEFAULT must contact the U.S. Department of Education to see how they can get out of default prior to receiving a Federal Pell Grant.

Eligible Program: All programs leading to a diploma or Associate Degree at FHTC meet the U.S. Department of Education’s requirements for an eligible program. To get federal financial aid, you must be enrolled in an eligible program.

Expected Family Contribution (EFC): The formula used to calculate your EFC is established by law and is used to measure your family’s financial strength on the basis of your family’s income and assets. The EFC is used to determine your eligibility for federal student aid. The Department of Education determines your EFC.

Financial Aid Package: The total amount of financial aid (federal and non-federal) a student receives.

General Education Development (GED) certificate: A certificate students receive if they have passed a specific, approved high school equivalency test. Students who do not have a high school diploma but who have a GED may still qualify for federal student aid.

Half-time: At schools measuring progress in credit hours and semesters, trimesters, or quarters, half-time enrollment is at least six semester hours or quarter hours per term. Half-time enrollment is not a requirement to receive aid from the Federal Pell Grant, FSEOG or Federal Work-Study Programs.

Regular Student: One who is enrolled in an institution to obtain a degree or diploma.
Generally, to receive aid from the programs discussed in our college catalog, you must be a regular student.

Satisfactory Academic Progress: To be eligible to receive federal student aid, you must maintain satisfactory academic progress toward a diploma or degree. You must meet the College’s written standard of satisfactory progress.

Selective Service Registration: If required by law, you must register, or arrange to register, with the Selective Service to receive federal student aid. The requirement to register applies to males who were born on or after January 1, 1960, are at least 18 years old, and are not currently on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces.

Cost of Attendance (COA): The total amount it will cost a student to go to school—usually expressed as a yearly figure. It is determined using rules established by law. The COA includes tuition and fees; a housing and food allowance; and allowances for books, supplies, transportation, and, if applicable, dependent care, costs related to a disability, personal and miscellaneous expenses, including an allowance for the rental or purchase of a personal computer. For students attending less than half- time, the COA includes only tuition and fees and an allowance for books, supplies, transportation, and dependent-care expenses. Talk to the financial aid officer at the College if you have any unusual expenses that might affect your cost of attendance.

CAMPUS-BASED PROGRAMS

The campus-based programs offered at FHTC are Federal Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) and Federal Work-Study. They’re called Campus-Based Programs because they are administered directly by the Financial Aid Office at each participating institution.

How much aid you receive depends on such factors as your financial need, on the amount
of other aid you’ll receive, and on the availability of funds at your institution. Unlike the
Federal Pell Grant program, which provides every eligible student with funds, each institution participating in any of the campus-based programs receives a certain amount of funds each year from the federal government for each campus-based program. When that money is gone, no more awards can be made from that program for that year.

Each institution sets its own deadlines for students to apply for campus-based funds. Ask your financial aid officer about the College’s deadlines. You may miss out on aid from these programs if you don’t apply early.

FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY GRANT
A FSEOG is for undergraduates with exceptional financial need—that is, students with the lowest Expected Family Contributions (EFCs)—and gives priority to students who receive Federal Pell Grants. An FSEOG doesn’t have to be paid back.

DOES EARLY APPLICATION ASSURE ME A FSEOG?
The U.S. Department of Education guarantees that each participating institution will receive enough money to pay the Federal Pell Grants of its eligible students. There is no guarantee every eligible student will be able to receive a FSEOG; students at each institution will be awarded an FSEOG based on the availability of funds at that institution.

FINANCIAL AID POLICY FOR AWARDING A FSEOG
FSEOG will be awarded first to students with exceptional financial need on a priority basis—that is, Pell recipients with lowest Expected Family Contributions who meet the deadline below.
Priority order as follows:
· 1st selection group: students who turn in a valid Student Aid Report, required documentation and return the signed award letter to the Financial Aid Office at FHTC by the June 15 deadline.
· 2nd selection group: students who turn in a valid Student Aid Report, required documentation and return the signed award letter to the Financial Aid Office at FHTC by the August 1 deadline.

Approximately ten percent of FSEOG funds are reserved for new students with a spring start date. This group of students is considered the 3rd selection group: students who turn in a valid Student Aid Report, required documentation and return the signed award letter to the Financial Aid Office at FHTC by the December 11 deadline.

The student has twenty (20) days from the date of the request to provide required
documentation for verification. The Financial Aid Officer may grant an extension if the student is experiencing problems in obtaining the documentation. However, this does not extend the deadline dates for awarding of FSEOGs.

FEDERAL WORK-STUDY
The Federal Work-Study Program provides jobs for undergraduate and graduate students with financial need, allowing them to earn money to help pay education expenses. The program encourages community service work and work related to your course of study.

HOW MUCH WILL I MAKE?
Your Federal Work-Study wages will be at least the current federal minimum wage, but they may be higher. Your total Federal Work-Study award depends on when you apply, your level of need, and the funding level of your institution.

HOW WILL I BE PAID?
You will be paid by the hour. Your check will be available on the 1st and 15th of the month. Your Work-Study earnings could be applied directly to your institutional charges such as tuition, textbooks and some fees. Contact the Business Office in the Administration Office at FHTC for more information.

ARE FEDERAL WORK-STUDY JOBS ON CAMPUS OR OFF CAMPUS?
Both. If you work on campus, you’ll usually work for your college. If you work off campus, your employer will usually be a private non-profit organization or a public agency, and the work performed must be in the public interest. Some Federal Work-Study jobs might be working for private for-profit employers which must be judged to be relevant to your course of study to the maximum extent possible.

CAN I WORK AS MANY HOURS AS I WANT?
No. The amount you earn can’t exceed your total Federal Work-Study award. When assigning work hours, your employer or financial aid officer will consider your class schedule and your academic progress.

WHAT JOBS DO YOU OFFER?
Current jobs include, but are not limited to, clerical; Custodial (inside or outside work); community service positions (i.e. S.O.S, GED Center), Library, Registration, Financial, Computer, Graphic Assistants.

HOW DO I APPLY FOR WORK-STUDY JOBS?
Applications are available in the Financial Aid Office. Complete the application and return the completed application to the Financial Aid Office. During the first two weeks of school, the College work-study coordinator and the job supervisors will interview prospective Work-Study students.

LOANS

FEDERAL DIRECT LOAN PROGRAM

Federal Direct Loans are student loans that must be repaid and are available to both undergraduate and graduate students. Flint Hills Technical College participates in the Federal Direct Loan  program. 
· If it is a Federal Direct subsidized loan (demonstrated need for the loan), you are not responsible for interest while attending at least half-time and the principle is deferred. 
· If it is a Federal Direct unsubsidized loan (financial need was not demonstrated) the principle is still deferred but you are responsible for paying interest on the loan. 

For more information on federal loans go to https://studentloans.gov. 

Federal Direct Loans are available to all students who are or will be enrolled at least halftime.
Students must start the application procedure by submitting the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Flint Hills Technical College code is 005264.
If you are interested in finding out more about a particular loan, call the Financial Aid Office at 620-341-1310.

FEDERAL DIRECT  SUBSIDIZED LOAN 

Nationality: U.S. Citizen, eligible non-citizen. Students with a F1 or F2 student visa or a J1 or J2 exchange visitor visa or a G series visa are NOT eligible for federal aid.

Amounts: Freshman Loan amount offered (completed less than 30 credit hours) $3500 per award year

Amounts: Sophomore Loan Amount offered (completed at least 30 credit hours) $4500 per award year

Application: Must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to determine eligibility for the loan at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Subsidized Stafford loan is a need-based loan. Eligibility is not based on credit history.

Co-Signers: None required.

OTHER THAN INTEREST, IS THERE A CHARGE FOR THIS LOAN?
There is a loan fee on all Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans. The loan fee is a percentage of the amount of each loan you receive. For loans first disbursed between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011 the loan fee is 1.0%. We will deduct the loan fee proportionately from each loan disbursement. The specific loan fee that you are charged will be reflected in a disclosure statement that we send to you.

Interest Rate:  Undergraduate Students – If the first disbursement of your subsidized loan is between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011, the interest rate on your loan is fixed at 4.5%.  The interest rate on subsidized loans first disbursed to undergraduate students between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012 will be fixed at 3.4%
Interest Rate:  Graduate and professional degree students – the interest rate is fixed at 6.8%

Repayment: Repayment period up to 10 years. Repayment begins six months after leaving school or dropping below half-time status. Various repayment plans are available which can extend the length of the repayment period. You will receive more detailed information on your repayment options during Entrance & Exit counseling sessions at your school.  To learn more about Direct Loan repayment plans, go to the Studentloans.gov/repayment information.











FEDERAL DIRECT UNSUBSIDIZED LOAN

Nationality: U.S. Citizen, eligible non-citizen. Students with a F1 or F2 student visa or a J1 or J2 exchange visitor visa or a G series visa are NOT eligible for federal aid.

Amounts: Based on dependent or independent status. A supplemental unsubsidized loan may also be available. 

Application: Must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to determine eligibility for the loan at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Unsubsidized Stafford loan is a non-need based loan.   Eligibility is not based on credit history.

Co-Signers: None required.

Interest Rate:  Interest does accrue while the student is in school. The interest rate is fixed at 6.8% for all borrowers (undergraduate and graduate).
Repayment: Repayment period up to 10 years. Repayment begins six months after leaving school or dropping below half-time status. Various repayment plans are available which can extend the length of the repayment period. You will receive more detailed information on your repayment options during Entrance & Exit counseling sessions at your school.  To learn more about Direct Loan repayment plans, go to the Studentloans.gov/repayment information.

PARENT PLUS LOAN
Parents without adverse credit borrow on behalf of dependent student. The person must be the natural or adoptive parent of the student for loan purposes.
Interest rate:  Fixed rate of 7.9%
In addition to interest, you pay a loan origination fee that is a percentage of the principal amount of each Direct PLUS Loan that you receive. This fee helps reduce the cost of making these low-interest loans. We deduct the fee before you receive any loan money, so the loan amount you actually receive will be less than the amount you have to repay.

FINANCIAL AID RETURN OF FEDERAL FUNDS POLICY
When a recipient of a Federal Financial Aid withdraws from College during a semester in which the recipient has begun attendance, the College determines the amount of Federal Financial Aid that the student earned. The College returns the unearned portion of federal aid that was received on the student’s behalf for payment of tuition, books and fees. The College notifies the student of the unearned aid the College was required to return and the amount of unearned aid the student must return. The student will owe the portion of aid the College was required to return (tuition, books, fees) and the portion of unearned aid the student received in their disbursement check.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I WITHDRAW FROM COLLEGE?
The law requires that if you withdraw from college, the amount of Federal Student Aid program assistance that you have “earned” up to that point is determined by a specific formula. If you received more assistance than you earned, the excess funds must be returned. The amount of assistance that you have earned is determined on a pro-rata basis. That is, if you completed 30 percent of the payment period or period of enrollment, you earn 30 percent of the assistance you were originally scheduled to receive. Once you have completed more than 60 percent of the payment period or period of enrollment, you earn all of your assistance. If you received excess funds that must be returned, your college can explain what portion of those funds must be returned by you.

CALCULATING UNEARNED FEDERAL AID THAT MUST BE RETURNED
You can estimate the amount of unearned federal financial aid you would be required to return by following the simple steps below: 
1. Determine the number of calendar days in the semester, then count the number of days you attended starting with the first day of the semester and including the last day you attended. DO NOT count any break when you were not in college for five days in a row.
2. Determine your enrollment status: Determine your NEW enrollment status at FHTC: full-time (12 or more credit hours), three-quarter-time (9-11 credit hours), half-time (6-8 credit hours) and less-than-half-time (3-5 credit hours). If you did not start all courses, your enrollment status may drastically change the amount of aid you are eligible to receive. If you were enrolled in courses (quarter classes) that started on different dates in the semester and you did not attend at least one day of each course, do not include those credit hours in your NEW enrollment status. Students enrolled concurrently at other colleges will need to count those courses’ credit hours in the calculation of enrollment status if they attended at least one day.
3. Determine the total amount of federal aid: Determine the total amount of Federal Pell and FSEOG aid that was disbursed or could have been disbursed to you to pay the College or to pay you for living expenses.
4. Determine the percent of federal aid that was earned: Divide the number of calendar days you attended by the number of calendar days in the entire semester.
5. Determine the percent of federal aid that was unearned: 100% of the days in the semester less the % earned.
6. Determine the amount of earned aid: Earned aid disbursed or aid that could have been disbursed multiplied by the % of days attended.
7. Determine the amount of unearned aid: Amount of Federal Pell and FSEOG aid that was disbursed or could have been disbursed less earned aid.
8. Determine the amount of unearned aid the college must return: Percentage of unearned aid multiplied by institutional charges (the charges include all institutional charges regardless of what agency or federal aid or cash that was paid on institutional charges).
9. Determine the amount of unearned aid the student must return: Unearned Federal Aid less aid the College must return. Divide the result by 50% for the amount of aid the student must return to the Federal Government. In addition, the student will owe the College for the amount of unearned aid the College was required to return on the student’s behalf.

Forms for the calculation of return of federal aid are available upon request from the Financial Aid Office at FHTC.

NOTIFYING THE STUDENT
Within 30 days of determining that a student who withdrew must repay all or part of a Title IV grant, a college must notify the student that he or she must repay the overpayment or make satisfactory arrangements to repay it. A student has 45 days from the date the notification was sent to take one of the following actions:
1. The student may repay the over-payment in full to the college; or
2. The student may sign a repayment agreement with the college; or
3. The student may sign a repayment agreement with the U.S. Department of Education (DOE).

If the student fails to take one of the positive actions during the 45-day period, the student’s overpayment will be reported immediately to the U.S. Department of Education and referred to them for collection.

FINANCIAL AID SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS POLICY
Flint Hills Technical College is responsible to both the public and its students to provide quality post-secondary education in an economic and efficient manner. This responsibility includes the obligation to require satisfactory academic progress from its students in return for the opportunity afforded them by a tax-supported college. Financial Aid Recipients must meet the following two standards to maintain eligibility for student financial aid:

Students enrolled in a technical certificate or associate degree programs must maintain a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 and complete 66.66% of the courses in which he/she enrolled to be in good academic standing. 

This includes General Education courses taken concurrently at other colleges and used for determination of enrollment status for which the student was paid financial aid. General education coursework completed prior to attending FHTC, which will be considered for degree completion at FHTC, must be transferred to the College and will be used to calculate the cumulative GPA. Maximum time frame for a student to complete his/her program shall be 150% of the number of credits required in the program of record.

FINANCIAL AID WARNING
Warning — Students will be placed on warning if:
· The student’s cumulative grade point average falls below 2.0;
· The student’s completion rate is below the accepted level of 66.66% (financial aid recipients only); or
· The student was previously suspended from receiving financial aid and has been readmitted to the College.

FINANCIAL AID PROBATION
Probation — Students will be placed on probation if:
· The student’s cumulative grade point average falls below 2.0 for the two most recent terms;
· The student’s completion rate falls below the accepted level of 66.66% following a probationary term (financial aid recipients only);
· The student’s term grade point average falls below .8 for the most recent term of enrollment. Students do not need to have a cumulative grade point average less than 2.0 for this to be enforced; or
·  The student was readmitted on probation and the cumulative grade point average falls below 2.0 for the most recent term.

NOTIFICATION OF WARNING OR PROBATION
Students will receive notification of financial aid warning or probation from the Financial Aid Office. 

LENGTH OF FINANCIAL AID PROBATION
Students on probation for the first time will be on probation for one academic term. Students on probation for the second or subsequent time will be on probation for one academic year.

APPEALING FINANCIAL AID PROBATION
Students who wish to appeal a probation must provide a written appeal to the Appeals Committee 
within ten business days of the date of the notice of probation. The written appeal should be 
supported by documentation including explanation of the situation(s) that may warrant an appeal 
(i.e. family member’s death, student’s illness or injury or other special circumstance). The student must 
explain why they failed to make satisfactory academic progress and what has changed in the student’s 
situation that would allow the student to demonstrate satisfactory academic progress during the next 
enrollment period. The Appeals Committee consists of the Director of Registration and 
Enrollment Management, the Financial Aid Officer and the Dean of Student Services. Within ten 
business days of receiving the appeal, the committee will make a decision regarding the appeal and 
notify the student in writing of the decision. The committee’s decision shall be final. An approved appeal 
places a student on financial aid probation for the next period of enrollment. 

